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FEI Short Format and Advanced Recap: Alliston Takes First and Second in CCI4*-S and Duda 

Wins First Career FEI in CCI3*-S 

 

April 15, 2023 

 

By Jonathan Horowitz 
 

Paso Robles, CA — A James Alliston one-two in the CCI4*-S and Molly Duda’s first career FEI victory 

in the CCI3*-S highlighted the conclusion of the FEI short-format competition at the Twin Rivers 

Spring International in Paso Robles, California, on Saturday. Also, Rebecca Braitling and Caravaggio II 

produced a classy cross-country round to win the Advanced level, and Camille Brewer and Cooley Rock 

Star won the CCI2*-S by just two-tenths of a point. 

 

Alliston was using Twin Rivers as the final runs for Nemesis and Karma before heading to the 

prestigious Land Rover Kentucky-Three Day Event at the end of the month. Twin Rivers has been his 

final prep before his last six trips to Kentucky as well. Nemesis (Novalis 46 x Maesy) won the CCI4*-S 

at Twin Rivers in 2023 by adding just 0.8 time penalties on cross-country for a finishing score of 30.0. 

The chestnut Canadian Warmblood gelding was third in the CCI4*-S in Kentucky in 2022 and will be 

aiming for his first CCI5*-L in Lexington in 2023.  

 

Karma (Escudo II x Travita) finished five seconds under optimum time—and were the only pair in the 

field of six to do so—on Morgan Rowsell’s four-star cross-country course to take second in the CCI4*-S 

at Twin Rivers with a score of 39.2. 

 

 
James Alliston and Nemesis. Ride On Photo. 

 



 

“I feel good about the preparation obviously,” Alliston said. “I don’t want to put too many expectations 

on how competitive I think I’ll be with a young horse, and it’s been a while for me personally. It’s whole 

’nother world out there with the world’s best obviously. So, I’m happy with how it went this weekend, 

and hopefully that can be a springboard to a good performance there.” 

 

Both Nemesis and Karma will be the youngest for their respective levels in Kentucky, and it will be 

reminiscent of Alliston’s first time there in 2011 when he and the 9-year-old Thoroughbred gelding 

Parker (Marquetry x Hello Mom) finished 14th out of 45 in 2011.  

 

“It seems a bit aggressive, but I feel like you have a small window with these horses where they’re going 

well and healthy and everything,” Alliston said. 

 

Also headed to Kentucky out of Twin Rivers’ CCI4*-S will be Tamie Smith and Elliot V (Zavall VDL x 

Vera-R), a 14-year-old Dutch Warmblood gelding owned by the Elliot V Partnership. They were third 

with a score of 40.5. 

 

Karma (Escudo II x Travita) finished five seconds under optimum time—and were the only pair in the 

field of six to do so—on Morgan Rowsell’s four-star cross-country course to take second in the CCI4*-S 

at Twin Rivers with a score of 39.2. 

 

 
Molly Duda and Disco Traveler. Ride On Photo. 

 

In the CCI3*-S, Duda’s victory on Disco Traveler (Donatelli x Cadence), a 14-year-old Swedish 

Warmblood gelding, was the first in international competition for the 18-year-old rider from Menlo 

Park, California. Duda and Disco Traveler were coming off a victory in their move-up to Intermediate at 

the Galway Downs International H.T. in March. At Twin, they were the only pair in the field of 17 to 

finish on their dressage score—33.7. They were just one of two to go double-clear on cross-country on 

Saturday. 

 

“This weekend was absolutely incredible,” Duda said. “Disco gave me his all and took care of me in all 

three phases. I think what makes our partnership special is that we have so much mutual trust, and we 

just love working together. I’ve been riding him for about two years now, and he took me all the way 



from Training level to my first Intermediate, and now my first FEI win. I’m so excited to continue 

building our partnership this season and see how far we can go together.” 

 

 
Rebecca Braitling and Caravaggio II. Ride On Photo. 

 

At Advanced, Braitling and Caravaggio II, a 12-year-old British Sport Horse gelding owned by Arnell 

Sporthorses, continued their streak of never having a cross-country jump fault in the 29 events they’ve 

completed since they started competing together in 2019. 

 

 
Camille Brewer and Cooley Rock Star. Ride On Photo. 

 

In the CCI2*-S, Camille Brewer and Cooley Rock Star (O.B.O.S. Quality x Farna), a 13-year-old Irish 

Sport Horse gelding, won with a score of 29.2. They were first after dressage with a score of 28.0, 

dropped to second after show jumping when they added 1.2 time penalties, and regained the top-spot 

after a double-clear cross-country round. 

 

FEI competition at the 2023 Twin Rivers Spring International will conclude on Sunday with show 

jumping for the CCI3*-L, which is the first Selection Trial of 2023 for the U.S. team that will compete 



at the 2023 Pan American Games in Santiago, Chile, at the end of October. Other FEI levels that will 

crown their winners on Sunday will be the CCI2*-L and the first CCI1*-L in the history of Twin Rivers 

Ranch. 
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Sponsors and Volunteers 

 

Twin Rivers is proud to host the 2023 Twin Rivers Spring International with generous support from 

sponsors. 

 

Presenting sponsors for the season include: LEGIS Equine, horsemen insuring horsemen, Auburn Labs, 

manufacturers of the adaptogenic APF Formula for horses, people and dogs; Best Western PLUS Black 

Oak, which offers exclusive discounts for exhibitors; and Professional’s Choice, manufacturers of sports 

medicine boots for equine athletes.  

 

Supporting sponsors include: Chubby Cov, makers of beautiful custom stock ties; Riding Warehouse, 

the horse gear and apparel supplier; RevitaVet, a leader in preventative maintenance and rehabilitative 

infrared therapy devices; and Devoucoux, saddle makers dedicated to the partnership between horse and 

rider.  

 

For sponsorship opportunities, please contact Christina Gray of Gray Area Events at 

Christina@grayareaevents.com. 

 

Volunteers play a major part of events at Twin Rivers. Twin Rivers’ generous volunteer incentive 

program includes vouchers for show stabling and credits for schooling between events at the beautiful 

500-acre venue. That is in addition to the genuine appreciation of the Baxter family and the entire Twin 

Rivers team. To sign up, please visit www.twinrivershorsepark/volunteer. 

 

Connect with Twin Rivers 

 

Location: 8715 N. River Road, Paso Robles, CA. 93446 

Email: info@twinrivershorsepark.com 

Website: www.twinrivershorsepark.com   

Volunteer: www.twinrivershorsepark/volunteers 

Show Photographer: Ride On Photo 

Show Videographer: Ride On Video  

Facebook: Twin Rivers Ranch, Equestrian Events  

Instagram: TwinRivers2020 
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