
 

 

 
 

TWIN RIVERS FALL INTERNATIONAL PREVIEW 
 

Twin Rivers to Host Star-Studded Fall International 

 

September 16, 2025 

` 

By Jonathan Horowitz 
 

Paso Robles, CA — The national eventing spotlight on the West Coast continues with the Twin Rivers 

Fall International from Sept. 18-20. Following the first American Eventing Championships (AEC) held 

in California at Galway Downs in Temecula, Twin Rivers Ranch in Paso Robles will host FEI 

competition in the CCI4*-S, CCI3*-S, CCI2*-S, and CCI1*-S, as well as national levels from Starter up 

to Advanced and qualifiers for 4- and 5-year-olds in the USEA’s Young Event Horse (YEH) Program. 

 

The four-star includes riders that have represented the United States overseas in international 

competitions, as well as a five-star winner. There are horses pointing to the $200,000 US Equestrian 

Open Eventing Final at Morven Park in Virginia in October and possibly even the 2028 Olympics when 

the world eventing spotlight will be on Los Angeles. 

 

In addition, some of the West’s most accomplished event horses from a few years ago will be embarking 

on comebacks at other levels. Danito, the reserve champion at the Maryland 5 Star at Fair Hill in 2022 

ridden by Tamie Smith, is entered in his first FEI event in 16 months in the CCI3*-S. Ebay and 

Helen Alliston will be competing in their first USEA-recognized event since winning the Advanced 

national championship at the 2022 AEC. And, Disco Traveler, a four-star winner at Woodside and 

Galway in 2024, is back in America after the U.S. Eventing European Development Tour this summer 

with Molly Duda and entered at Advanced. 

 

 
James Alliston and HMR Rolan winning Intermediate at the 2025 Twin Rivers Summer Horse Trials. 
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Coming off winning the Intermediate national championship at the 2025 AEC, HMR Rolan and 

James Alliston will be making their four-star debut at the Twin Rivers Fall International. The 9-year-old 

bay gelding (Tolan R x Aldatus Diamond) registered with the Warmblood Studbook of Ireland that 

owner Anna Nicholas purchased from the Goresbridge Sport Horse Sales in Ireland in 2021 has checked 

all the boxes to this point in his competitive career.  

 

“It’s always a bit nerve-racking when you move them up a level, but he’s done everything really well at 

Intermediate and three-star,” James Alliston said. “I’d like to think he’s prepared, but obviously you 

don’t know until you do it. He’s definitely got a big jump and is scopey. He’s a really talented horse, 

really exciting for the future. We’ll just try and not take him too quickly, but I think he’s ready for this 

though having said that. I definitely think he has a really big future for sure.” 

 

That future has connections hoping “Rolan” will have a shot at the U.S. Olympic eventing team for 

2028. In the more immediate, the CCI4*-S at Twin Rivers will be a prep run for Kynan before the 

10-year-old bay Dutch Warmblood gelding (Envoy x Danieta) and Smith take part in the inaugural 

US Equestrian Open Eventing Final. 

 

 
Tamie Smith and Kynan winning the CCI3*-S at the 2024 Twin Rivers Fall International. 
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“Kynan is feeling super and even strong after coming fourth in the four-long at Rebecca Farm,” Smith 

said. “Twin will be a good check-in to figure out the little tweaks necessary leading up to Morven 

four-long.” 

 

They were also eighth out of 53 in the CCI4*-S at the 2025 Defender Kentucky Three-Day Event. They 

won the CCI3*-S at the 2024 Twin Rivers Fall International 

 

Smith has four horses entered in this year’s CCI3*-S at Twin Rivers, and one of those is Danito. The 

16-year-old chestnut Hanoverian gelding (Dancier x Wie Musik) was second in the 2022 Maryland 5 

Star the year before Smith made history when winning the Kentucky five-star with Mai Baum 

(Loredano x Ramira). Mai Baum retired this year. Danito returned after more than a year away from 

competition to win at Preliminary at Galway in August. Smith hopes this run will set them up for the 

CCI4*-L at Galway in October. 

 

“I’m just very conservative and cautious when bringing my horses back into competition from injury,” 

she said. “He lost a lot of strength, and it’s taken time to get him strong again.” 



 

 

 
Helen Alliston and Ebay winning the CCI4*-S at the 2022 Twin Rivers Spring International. 
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Helen Alliston is bringing Ebay back to eventing competition after a three-year absence following their 

Advanced national championship in 2022. They subsequently progressed up to the Prix St. Georges 

level of dressage, and then Ebay retired following a suspensory injury. However, she said that the 

16-year-old grey Oldenburg gelding (Escudo x Komtessa) didn’t take well to retirement and that extra 

time off helped him heal. 

 

“I turned him out in a field with James’s old five-star horses, but he didn’t eat,” Helen Alliston said. “He 

just fasted, which was alarming. So, he lost a ton of weight and we had to bring him back in.” 

 

They’ll be doing Preliminary in their return at Twin Rivers. 

 

“He feels really good, so we’ll just take it day-by-day, but, yeah, I’m pretty excited to be out showing 

him again that’s for sure,” Helen Alliston said. “I mean, if I really wanna be dreaming, if he feels really 

good, I’ll try and take him back to Kentucky for the four-short again. We’ll see though. That’s a long 

ways away and a lot of good luck needed.” 

 

The Twin Rivers Fall International will also give Duda a chance to regroup with Disco Traveler after the 

15-year-old bay Oldenburg gelding (Donatelli x Cadence) competed in two four-stars in Great Britain 

and in the Advanced championship at the AEC. Duda also has Carlingfords Hes A Clover (Polanski x 

Fourleaf Clover) entered in the CCI4*-S at Twin Rivers. 

 

The CCI4*-S at Twin Rivers represents the 18th of 20 qualifiers in the new US Equestrian Open 

Eventing Series. For the FEI levels, some dressage tests will take place on Thursday with the remainder 

on Friday. All FEI levels will show jump on Friday and cross-country on Saturday. 
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Sponsors and Volunteers 

 

Twin Rivers is proud to host the 2025 Twin Rivers Fall International with generous support from 

sponsors. 

 

https://showconnect.org/entries?ShowConnectId=1164
http://twinrivershorsepark.com/


 

 

Presenting sponsors for the season include: Auburn Labs, manufacturers of the adaptogenic 

APF Formula for horses, people and dogs; Best Western PLUS Black Oak, which offers exclusive 

discounts for exhibitors; Professional’s Choice, manufacturers of sports medicine boots for equine 

athletes; Riding Warehouse, your one-stop online tack shop for quality horse gear and supplies; and 

Whirlwind Excavating, excavating contractors in San Luis Obispo County. 

 

For sponsorship opportunities, please contact Christina Gray of Gray Area Events at 

Christina@grayareaevents.com. 

 

Volunteers play a major part of events at Twin Rivers. Twin Rivers’ generous volunteer incentive 

program includes vouchers for show stabling and credits for schooling between events at the beautiful 

500-acre venue. That is in addition to the genuine appreciation of the Baxter family and the entire Twin 

Rivers team. To sign up, please visit www.twinrivershorsepark/volunteer. 

 

Connect with Twin Rivers 

 

Location: 8715 N. River Road, Paso Robles, CA. 93446 

Email: info@twinrivershorsepark.com 

Website: www.twinrivershorsepark.com   

Volunteer: www.twinrivershorsepark/volunteers 
Show Photographer: Atalya Boytner Photography 

Show Videographer: EquiMotion Media  

Facebook: Twin Rivers Ranch, Equestrian Events  

Instagram: TwinRivers2020 
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