
 
 

Twin Rivers Spring International Has Best in West Looking Ahead to Big Goals 

 

April 17, 2022 

 

By Jonathan Horowitz 
 

Paso Robles, CA — The 2022 Twin Rivers Spring International held over Easter Weekend in Paso 

Robles, Calif., was a key event for some of the West Coast’s top riders to assess their horses, and it 

proved to be a confidence booster for their journeys to the upper levels of the sport. In the first event of 

the year held at Twin Rivers Ranch, horses and riders faced questions on cross country presented by new 

cross country course designer Morgan Roswell. 

 

India McEvoy returned to competition for the first time since August 2021 and eight weeks after giving 

birth to her first son, Sam, to reunite with E’zara and win the CCI2*-Long in the black Oldenburg 

mare’s FEI debut. 

 

Andrea Baxter’s Laguna Seca turned in his best score in an FEI event to win the CCI3*-Short for the 

bay Holsteiner gelding’s first blue ribbon since last year’s Twin Rivers Spring International at the 

CCI4*-Short. 

 

James Alliston and RevitaVet Calaro followed up their CCI3*-Short victory at the Galway Downs 

International earlier in April with a win in the CCI3*-Long. Alliston also used Twin Rivers as the final 

prep for Paper Jam before the Land Rover Kentucky Three-Day Event. Paper Jam was second at 

Advanced to Alliston’s other mount at the level, Nemesis. Plus, Irish Pop won at Intermediate for 

Alliston. 

 

Helen Alliston successfully returned to the CCI4*-Short level aboard Ebay for the first time since 

breaking her hip and pelvis in May 2021. 

 

And, Castle Larchfield Purdy, now 20 years old and making his first start since competing at the Tokyo 

Olympics with Lauren Billys of Puerto Rico, won the Preliminary Rider B division with new rider 

Maddie Smith. The bay Irish Sport Horse gelding and Billys were also Olympians in Rio in 2016. 

 

Welcoming New FEI Cross Country Course Designer Morgan Roswell to Twin Rivers 

 

The Twin Rivers Spring International marked the first time for the event that the FEI cross country 

courses were designed by Morgan Roswell (FEI Level 3 and USEA “S” course designer). 

 

“I think ultimately the West Coast riders really want to have these courses up to snuff so that they can 

prepare for Kentucky and international competitions without having to spend all their time, money, and 

effort going out East,” he said. “My three-year plan would be to get some more infrastructure out to the 

racetrack [at Twin Rivers] and notch it up to the standard. We have a great event.”  

 



Roswell said that this is the first time he has designed cross country courses on dirt and that he was 

pleased with the footing at Twin Rivers. The background he brought from designing up to the Advanced 

level at the Millbrook Horse Trials, at the Horse Park of New Jersey, at Rocking Horse, at the Aspen 

Farm Horse Trials, and more was appreciated by riders on the West Coast. 

 

“I thought it was awesome,” James Alliston said. “They used all the water jumps for the 3-star long, 

which is great. If you have them, why not use them—there was a bounce in, a big drop in, a water-to-

water jump. It had everything, so I thought it was a really, really good course. It was long, which I think 

is important on flattish grounds to make it an endurance test. It had every sort of fence really.” 

 

Added Twin Rivers organizer Connie Baxter: “We were really excited to welcome everyone back to 

Twin Rivers this year, and we appreciate all the support from the volunteers, sponsors, course builders, 

staff, and officials to make it happen. We’re excited to have Morgan be part of the team and what he will 

continue to bring to the course design of the event.” 

 

CCI2*-Long: India McEvoy and E’Zara 

 

 
E’Zara and India McEvoy. Ride On Photo. 

 

The lowest finishing score at the FEI levels was turned in by McEvoy and E’zara with a 30.8. McEvoy 

was competing on the mare that she says stands just 15.1 hh for the first time since having a baby eights 

weeks ago.  

 

“I’ve had this goal of a 2-star for like five years,” McEvoy said. “So, it was a big weekend for us to 

complete and do well. It was a fun weekend.” 

 

McEvoy’s coach, James Alliston, had ridden E’zara in her two previous events at the end of 2021. 



 

“I just started riding her six weeks ago after I had my boy,” McEvoy said. 

 

In addition to getting back in the saddle after giving birth, McEvoy’s sense of timing also showed 

through by finishing her double clear cross country round on the optimum time of 7:19, giving her the 

tiebreaker over Taylor McFall and Stoneman, who finished with an identical score of 30.8. 

 

CCI3*-Short: Andrea Baxter and Laguna Seca 

 

 
Andrea Baxter and Laguna Seca. Ride On Photo. 

 

In the CCI3*-Short, Baxter and Laguna Seca were the only pair without a rail in stadium jumping and 

the only pair to finish within the time while jumping clear on cross country to finish on their dressage 

score of 33.0. Their cross country time of 6:01 was 10 seconds below optimum and 13 seconds faster 

than any other competitor at the level. 

 

“By riding him fast on the cross country, I really realized that he finds his scope out of a more forward 

step and gained a lot of confidence from doing that,” Baxter said. “I think going forward, I’ve 

discovered a new ride on him.” 

 

Gina Economou and her bay Dutch Warmblood gelding Exclusive were second at 39.7, and Tommy 

Greengard and his bay Dutch Warmblood gelding Joshuay MBF were third at 39.9. 

 

Baxter said she plans to move Laguna Seca back up to the Advanced level for his next show. 

 

“I moved him up to Advanced last year, probably a little bit prematurely,” Baxter said. “He was going 

well, but not as well as I would have liked. So, I stepped him back down to Intermediate, 3-star to make 



it a little smoother and figure out where I could fill in the gaps. This weekend, I had the pressure on to 

win and finally went fast and think he had the best round he’s ever had. I’m really excited.” 

 

CCI3*-Long: James Alliston and RevitaVet Calaro 

 

 
James Alliston and RevitaVet Calaro. Ride On Photo. 

 

In the CCI3*-Long, James Alliston and his bay Holsteiner gelding RevitaVet Calaro recorded a double-

clear cross country round and added four jumping penalties to finish at 38.6 and defeat two entrants 

ridden by Chloe Smyth, the dark brown Thoroughbred gelding Flyin Huckleberry in second at 44.7 and 

the bay Belgian Warmblood gelding Guinness on Draught in third at 45.1. 

 

“He’s a bit buzzy in the mind, but he’s really talented,” James Alliston said. “He’s just hot, and it takes a 

bit of work to have him relaxed in the dressage. He’s just sort of a bit lit-up in general on the show 

grounds, kind of nervy. He has a lot of talent, going well, and will have learned a lot this weekend.”  

 

James Alliston completed a trifecta of blue ribbons with the chestnut Canadian Warmblood gelding 

Nemesis at Advanced and the bay Hanoverian gelding Irish Pop at Intermediate.  

 

Nemesis has not been outside of the top two in seven events since July 2021. He overtook James 

Alliston’s other entrant at Advanced, the chestnut Hanoverian-Thoroughbred gelding Paper Jam, by 

jumping clear and just adding time penalties to finish on a score of 47.6.  

 

“Nemesis is green and has only done one Advanced two weeks ago, but he’s a very nice horse,” he said. 

“Just giving him mileage at the level really. It was a nice, strong course, had all sort of different jumps, 

lots of different jumps in the water. So, I think he will have learned a lot.” 

 



James Alliston is scheduled to compete at the Land Rover Kentucky Three-Day Event for the first time 

since 2017 with Paper Jam. 

 

“I’m quite nervous,” said Alliston, who previously competed in Kentucky every year from 2011 to 2017. 

“I think when you’re going every year, it’s just sort of routine. But, I haven’t been in a while, and it’s 

the horse’s first time going.” 

 

Irish Pop finished on his dressage score of 30.6 at Intermediate over Haley Turner and Shadow 

Inspector. 

 

CCI4*-Short: Helen Alliston and Ebay 

 

 
Helen Alliston and Ebay. Ride On Photo. 

 

The CCI4*-Short was the 16th victory for Ebay since Helen Alliston began competing on the grey 

Oldenburg gelding in 2016, but she said this win was particularly significant. 

 

“This was our first big one; we had a bit of a crash last May and I broke my hip and my pelvis,” she 

said. “It was a little bit nerve-racking going into this one. This was my first time back at the level, but he 

felt fantastic and confident. So, I was thrilled.” 

 

Helen Alliston and Ebay also won at the level at the Woodside International in October 2019. Their win 

at Twin Rivers over Madison Temkin and the bay Thoroughbred gelding Dr. Hart came after a 29.1 in 

dressage and adding four stadium jumping penalties plus some time penalties in the jumping phases to 

finish on 42.3. 

 

 



Wrapping Up and Looking Ahead 

 

In Open Preliminary, Jordan Linstedt and the bay Hanoverian mare Lovely Lola only added 1.6 time 

penalties on cross country to their dressage score of 22.6 to finish at 24.2 for their fifth win in a row at 

the Preliminary level. Maddie Smith and the bay Thoroughbred gelding Versace won Preliminary Rider 

A with a score of 32.7, while Smith and Castle Larchfield Purdy moved up from 12th after dressage to 

win Preliminary Rider B with a score of 39.3. 

 

Looking ahead in the 2022 calendar, Twin Rivers is scheduled to host the Twin Rivers Summer Horse 

Trials from June 30 to July 3, the Twin Rivers Fall International from Sept. 22 to 25, and the FEH & 

YEH Last Chance Qualifier and West Coast Championships from Oct. 27 to 29. 

 

The full list of winners from the 2022 Twin Rivers Spring International: 

 

CCI4*-S: Helen Alliston and Ebay (42.3) 

CCI3*-L: James Alliston and RevitaVet Calaro (38.6) 

CCI3*-S: Andrea Baxter and Laguna Seca (33.0) 

CCI2*-L: India McEvoy and E’zara (30.8) 

Advanced: James Alliston and Nemesis (47.6) 

Open Intermediate: James Alliston and Irish Pop (30.6) 

Open Preliminary: Jordan Linstedt and Lovely Lola (24.2) 

Preliminary Rider A: Maddie Smith and Versace (32.7) 

Preliminary Rider B: Maddie Smith and Castle Larchfield Purdy (39.3) 

Open Training: Tommy Greengard and Shannondale Fionn (28.1) 

Sr. Training Rider A: Gabriella Ringer and Get Wild (26.4) 

Sr. Training Rider B: Audrey Morrissey and Lord Limon (30.6) 

Jr. Training Rider: Morgan Tyler and Livius (26.9) 

Training Amateur: Kristin Terris and Rathcash Olympia (29.7) 

Training Horse: Rebecca Braitling and Conlino PS (29.4) 

Open Novice: Tommy Greengard and Global Barouma (23.6) 

Sr. Novice Rider: Sarah Ross and Fernhill Heart Throb (33.0) 

Jr. Novice Rider: Abigail Huth and London Calling OHF (26.4) 

Novice Amateur: Margaret Crow and Gusto (30.8) 

Novice Horse: Frankie Thieriot Stutes and Cooley Sky Watch (20.6) 

Open Beginner Novice: Caitlin Davison and Manaslu (27.9) 

Sr. Beginner Novice Rider: Angela Bryson and Petite Pavarotti (29.7) 

Jr. Beginner Novice Rider: Gracie Pitts and Valeureux (28.4) 

 

Links Results | Website 

 

Sponsors and Volunteers 

 

Twin Rivers was proud to host the 2022 Twin Rivers Spring International with generous support from 

sponsors. 

 

Presenting sponsors for the season include: LEGIS Equine, horsemen insuring horsemen, Auburn Labs, 

manufacturers of the adaptogenic APF Formula for horses, people and dogs; Best Western PLUS Black 

Oak, which offers exclusive discounts for exhibitors; and Professional’s Choice, manufacturers of sports 

medicine boots for equine athletes.  

https://eventing.startboxscoring.com/eventsr/twinriver/ht0422/
http://twinrivershorsepark.com/
https://legisequine.com/
https://profchoice.com/
https://www.bestwesternblackoak.com/
https://www.bestwesternblackoak.com/
https://profchoice.com/


 

Supporting sponsors include: Chubby Cov, makers of beautiful custom stock ties; Riding Warehouse, 

the horse gear and apparel supplier; and RevitaVet, a leader in preventative maintenance and 

rehabilitative infrared therapy devices.  

 

For 2022 sponsorship opportunities, please contact Christina Gray of Gray Area Events at 

Christina@grayareaevents.com. 

 

Volunteers play a major part of events at Twin Rivers. Twin Rivers’ generous volunteer incentive 

program includes vouchers for show stabling and credits for schooling between events at the beautiful 

500-acre venue. That is in addition to the genuine appreciation of the Baxter family and the entire Twin 

Rivers team. To sign up, please visit www.twinrivershorsepark/volunteer. 

 

Connect with Twin Rivers 

 

Location: 8715 N. River Road, Paso Robles, CA. 93446 

Email: info@twinrivershorsepark.com 

Website: www.twinrivershorsepark.com   

Volunteer: www.twinrivershorsepark/volunteers 

Show Photographer: Ride On Photo 

Show Photographer: Ride On Video  

Facebook: Twin Rivers Ranch, Equestrian Events  

Instagram: TwinRivers2020 

https://www.facebook.com/ChubbyCov/
https://www.ridingwarehouse.com/
https://revitavet.com/
mailto:Christina@grayareaevents.com
http://www.twinrivershorsepark/volunteer
mailto:info@twinrivershorsepark.com
http://www.twinrivershorsepark.com/
http://www.twinrivershorsepark/volunteers
https://www.rideonphoto.com/
https://www.rideonvideo.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Twin-Rivers-Ranch-Equestrian-Events-119434501416032
https://www.instagram.com/twinrivers2020/?hl=en

